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Lit-tfal kollha ta’ Malta u Ghawdex
— halli jghixu fl-iimmaginazzjoni taghhom
iI-fantasija li hija I-hajja



Dahla
Ktieb rigal ghat-tfal

(nota lill-genituri)

Bhalissa, it-tfal kollha ta’ Malta u Ghawdex geghdin id-
dar, ghax l-iskejjel maghlugin minhabba fl-imxija tal-virus
Covid-19, li prattikament waqgqgaf lid-dinja kollha milli tkompli
bil-hajja normali taghha.

M’ghandix dubju i t-tfal geghdin isibu x'jaghmlu d-dar,
meghjuna mill-genituri li huma wkoll ged ikollhom jogoghdu
d-dar maghhom. Jien gieghed nittama li fost dawk I-affarijiet
li ged joghmlu hemm il-gari. Dan hu zmien tad-deheb biex
it-tfal jintefghu jagraw... joaharbu mir-realtd xejn sabiha i
ghaddejjin minnha u jinfilfu fid-dinjiet fantastici i I-kotba
jistghu jitimghu lill-immaginazzjoni taghhom.

Jienukollgieghedid-darghaxI-Universita, fejn nghallem,
maghluga. Xorta ged nghallem permezz tal-kompjuter...
nikkomunika mal-istaff u l-istudenti I-hin kollu bl-ghajnuna tal-
mezzi elettroniCi meraviljuzi li ghandna llum. Imma ged ikolli
wkoll ftit hin ghalija nnifsi biex nipprattika I-kreattivita tieghi...
inpitter, inpengdi, nikteb... inhalli l-immaginazzjoni ggorrni
u ftehodni postijiet 'il boghod minn din id-dar li bhalissa
maghluq fiha.

U, fost dawk il-hlejqiet lihargu minhabba f'dan I-gheluq,
gietni l-idea i forsi ma tkunx haga hazina li t-tfal taghna
jkollhom ktieb li jkun, appuntu, imgieghed fuq l-isfond tal-
bidla kbira fil-mod kif nghixu li bhalissa ghaddejjin minnha
lkoll.

U ddecidejt ukoll i dan il-ktieb ikun fil-forma ta’ e-book,
f'format popolari, biex kull tifel u tifla i ghandhom kompjuter,
inkella xi tip ta’ tablet, ikunu jistghu jarawh u jagrawh.
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Ghalhekk ippreferejt li jkun .pdf minflok il-verzjonijiet I-ohra tal-
e-books, ghax dan huwa format li jista’ jingara minn hafna
applikazzjonijiet.

Imma insew |-aspetti teknici ghal mument. Il-ktieb huwa
fantasija, ghalkemm jidhol f'certi kwistjonijiet relatati mal-
girda tal-ambijent, li hija tema ghal galbi hafna u li ta’ spiss
tkun l-idea ewlenija f'"hafna mill-kotba tieghi tat-tfal. Imma
hija xorta wahda fantasija... bl-intenzjoni li fingara ghall-
gost. It-taghlimiet, jekk geghdin hemm, geghdin fil-qalba u
mhux fil-principal. Hemm ghan ghal dan il-kfieb li gieghed
zgur filk-quccata tal-intenzjonijiet kollha. Li t-tfal jagraw.
Mhux ghax ingeghluhom jagraw, imma ghax jiehdu gost
jaghmlu hekk. Ghax il-kotba li jagraw iferrhuhom... jifthulhom
l-immaginazzjoni tfaghhom, li hija kbira immens... wisq akbar,
forsi, milli ahna I-kbar gatt nistghu nimmaginaw.

Jiena u nikteb din l-istorja, poggeijt lili nnifsi fil-qalb ta’
tifel zghir, nirrakkonta wahda mill-istejjer li tant kont inpaspar
minnhom qalbel ma kbirt u r-realtd dahlet fin-nofs u galtli li
dak kollu li hlomt ma setax isehh.

Hallu t-tfal joholmu. HFegguhom jagraw biss dak li jiehdu
gost bih. lva, ged nittama li dan il-ktieb rigal ikun wiehed minn
dawk il-kotba. Jintroduci zewgd karattri helwin... fipi¢i tat-tfal
Maltin li bhalissa ged jistabtu ma’ erba’ hitan u jgennukom
bil-kummenti, bl-lmenti, bil-fatt i ma jistghux jifhmu ghaliex
ged jigri dan li ged jigri.

Forsi tajjeb infehmuhom li langas ahna m’ahna nifhmu.

Hajr lil dawk kollha li heggewni jien u nikteb dal-ktfieb.
Hajr l-ewwel u qabel kollox lil Joe Cassar, li gara |-provi u
kkummentali fug l-ewwel draft tieghu. Grazzi lil Cristing, in-
neputija, li ttestjatu, tagsima tagsima, jien u niktbu. #ajr lill-
media li ppromwovietu. U hajr lilkom li nizziltuh u qgrajtuh...
intom stess u ghal uliedkom.

Gorg Mallia
Marzu, 2020



1.
Inghalqu l-iskejjel

“Jigifieri ma nistghux nohorgu barra2” stagsiet
Melanie b’'ghajnejn kbar li kwazi kwazi kienu se
jiodew idemmghu.

“Nistghu nohorgu,” galet iF-mamad, “imma
ma tistghux tkunu grib tfal ohra. Imbilli mmorru
passiggata ma jkun gara xejn, imma rridu
nzommu 'l boghod min-nies.”

“Melakemm hikattiva dil-marda?e’ kien pront
gal Karl, i kien gaghad sieket jisma’ kollox. “Biex
langas man-nies I-ohra ma nistghu nogoghdu!”

“Tista" tkun kattiva ma’ min ma jiflahx
jew max-xjuh,” qgal il-papd. “Ghalhekk irridu
nogoghdu attenti... i ma mmorrux niehdu |-virus
U nispiccaw nghadduhulhom bla ma nafu.”

Melanie nfagghet fl-ahhar, tolfog u tibki
kemm tiflah, donnha galbha trid fohrog. II-mama
haddnitha maghha u kkalmatha kif setghet.

Meta l-ilfig bafta xi ftit, ghajhejn Melanie
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telghu lejn wicc ommha, “Imma jien in-nanniet
inhobbhom!” qgalet b'nofs twerziga hekk kif
regghet bdiet tibki.

“U mhu se jigrihom assolutament xejn jekk
ma mmorrux narawhom ghalissa, u jogoghdu
wehidhom id-dar,” qgalet ilF-mama tmellsilha
xagharha u taghfasha maghha. “lsa, kollox
johaddi b'wicc il-gid, imma sadanittant irridu
nogoghdu d-dar kemm nistghu.”

“Langasghand Paulmanista’ mmure” stagsa
Karl, li donnu kien ghadu ma fehemx kollox. “Se
nimmissjah hafna issa li l-iskola maghluga.”

“Mhux ghalissa,” galtlul-mama. “Xitghid jekk,
meta jghaddi kollox, naghmlu party u nistiednu
lill-hbieb taghkom kollha, ehg”

l-papd kemmex ftit mohhu. “Martina, ma
tahsibxliwaralijintemm kollox ghal ftit xorta mhux
se nkunu nistghu niltfagghu hafna nies flimkieng”

l-mama tatu dagga ta’ sieg minn taht u
harset lejh bl-ikrah. U fehem. Ma setghux jghidu
hekk lit-tfalli diga kienu mwerwrin minn sitwazzjoni

i gatt ma kienu ghaddew minn wahda bhalha
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gabel. Xi ftit jew wisq kien inkwetat, imma kien
jaf li jekk jirnexxilhom jiogghu gewwa kemm jista’
jkun bhala familja, v jzommu 'I boghod minn
kulhadd, mela kollox kien se jghaddi b'wicc il-
gid.

Martu u hu kienu diga tkellmu hafna kif kien
se jirnexxilhom jokkupaw liz-zew@t itfal taghhom,
li ma kinux assolutament imdaorrijin ikunu msakkrin
gewwa... langas ghal gurnata, ahseb u ara ghal
gimghat shah. Jekk it-temp ikun sabih, setghu
marru ghal passiggata filkkampanja, izommu
distanza 'l boghod minn minjinzerta jkun hemm...
imma |-bgija tal-hin ried jitgatta’ mod iehor.

“Imxu ha naraw Frozen fuqg it-televixin,”
galet iI-mama, u sfurzat thissima. Dak kien il-film
favorit taghhom tal-mument ghax kienu raw
it-tieni wiehed fis-sensiela ¢-cinema gabel ma
faggghet |-ahbar dwar il-virus li kien ged idur
mad-dinja kollha v jinfetta lil hafna nies.

Malli nghalqu l-iskejjel, u kemm Martina kif
ukoll Tony sabu li setghu jahdmu mid-dar, id-

decizjoni li jibgghu d-dar kemm jista’ jkun kienet

10



wahda semplici. Aktar ma kien hemm nies lesti
i jaghmlu bhalhom, ingas kien hemm cans i
l-marda tixtered malajru ingas kien se jkun hemm
nies fil-periklu.

Imma Melanie u Karl kienu fug ruhhom
hafna... aghtihom jigru 'l hemm u 'l hawn u
tghidilhomx jogoghdu bilgieghda ghal aktar
minn kwarta, ghax taghtihom rashom.

Jigifieri |I-kkbir kien ghadu gej.
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2.
I-ktieb tar-regettier

Dakinhar filghaxija, Karl dahal fickkomra ta’
Melanie, li kienet fug is-sodda ged taqgra ktieb
i kienet qalghet fil-Milied, u li sa issa ma kellhiex
cans tagrah.

“X'ged taghmel?2” stagsieha huha z-zghir.
Kellu habta, Karl, jistagsi hwejjeg ghal xejn b'xejn.
Hekk, biex ikun Karl.

“X'tahseb liged naghmel2” qaltlu ohtu b’'dik
iI-harsa ta’ gheja li dejjem kien ikollha fug wiccha
meta Karl jistagsi xi haga stupida.

“Xiktieb hu dak?e” stagsa mbaghad u gabez
ghal fug is-sodda hdejha.

“Hej,” ghajtet hekk kif is-sagqu gabez tahtha.

“Dal-ktieb li tatni z-zija Guza fil-Milied,” galtlu.

“Fuqgiex inhu2” sostna Karl li, ovvjament, ma
kellux x'jaghmel, allura kienet logika ghalinh li jmur
idejjaq lil ohtu.

“Avventura misterjuza,” qgaltlu, “issa hallini
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ha nkompli nagra. Ghax ma tmurx issib ktieb int
ukolle Ghandek I-ixkaffa mimlija kotba li gatt ma
qrajt.”

“Taf li ma nhobbx nagra,” gal Karl, u dendel
xofftu.

“Iva, naf, imma forsi dan iz-zmien perfett biex
tibda,” galtlu ohtu, li gatt ma kienet tmur imkien
jekk ma jkollhiex ktieb maghha. U kienet galghet
iPad ghall-birthday, u I-papd kien xtralha hafna
e-books tat-tfal li kienet tagrahom kull ¢ans i
jkollha.

Karl le, imma. Tih jilghab il-video games, u
taghtihx ktieb. Imma issa deher li langas video-
games ma kellu aptit.

“Ghidhieli l-istorja,” gal... u b’dal-mod werallil
ohtu li ma kellu I-ebda intenzjoni jiccaglag minn
fejn kien.

Melanie hadet nifs gawwi 'l gewwa. Kienet
taf i meta Karl ikun f'dik il-burdata, ma kien se
jimexxilha tagilghu minnha b’'xejn. U cediet.

“ll-ktieb dwar fifla jisimha Katie i ssib ktieb
misterjuz ghand wiehed regetftier,” qalflu, u
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wrietu l-istampa ta’ fifla tgalleb galb il-kotba
f"hanut antik u mudlam.

“Regetftier xi jkunge” Karl ma kienx fehem.

“Regettier xi hadd li jkollu hanut i fih ibigh
hwejjeg second-hand,” qaltlu ohtu.

“Kompli, kompli,” Karl kien bla pacenzja.

“Kif ghedtlek, sabet dal-ktieb u dan bhal
sejhilha, u...”

“Sejhilha kife” stagsa Karl, li issa kien zagqu
'| isfel fug is-sagqu, geddumu f'idejh it-thejn,
jistenna lil ohtu firakkonta.

“Hekk... bhal kantalha ghanja go mohhha u
go galbha... hassitha aktar milli semghetha.”

“U x'kienet |-ghanja?2” Meta jibda jistagsi,
Karl, ma jigafx.

“Qaltilha biex tixtri I-ktieb u tiehdu maghha
d-dar,” qalet Melanie, li tassew kienet dahlet
b'ruhha u gisimha fil-plott tal-ktieb.

“U xtratug”

“Iva.”

“Imbaghad x'garae”

“Meta waslet id-dar bih sabet li I-ktieb kien
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mimli pagni vojta. Ma kien hemm xejn miktub
fihom. U ma baqgax isejhilha aktar,” qaltlu.
“Qallbet kemm felhet fih, imma ghalxejn.”

“X'dizappunt!” gal Karl.

“Iva, hekk hassitha, u poggietu fuqg I-ixkaffa
tal-kotba taghha u dahlet torgod.”

“Imbaghad?”

“Ma nafx. Hemm wasalt. Issa ahna wkoll
iridu norgdu, ghax dagt tisma’ I-mama tirrabja,”
galet Melanie waqgt li ghalget il-ktieb. Karl fehem
i ma kienx se jikkonvinci lil ohtu tkompli tagra
biex tghidlu I-istorja, ceda u mar lura f'’kamartu.

U t-thejn lihuma ma damux ma kienu reqdin.
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3.
I-ktieb li jghanni

Ghaddew jumejn minn dakinhar.

Melanie u Karl, flimkien mal-mamad u I-papa,
irnexxielhnom jimlew il-hin tal-gurnata. Dagqa
jaghmlu ftit homework i kienu baghtulhom
l-ghalliema taghhom bl-email, dagga jaghmiu
jigsaw puzzle, kultant jaraw ftit televixin tat-tfal,
jghinu lill-genituri taghhom f'li kienu ged jaghmlu
huma... u Melanie, taqgra. U Karl jiffittaha biex
tghidlu I-istorja, flok jagra hu stess.

“Kieku taf kemm tiftah mohhok jekk tibda
thobbil-gari,Karl,” galtlukemm-ildarbal-mama...
imma t-tifel gatt ma ried jaf. Kellu hafna kotba
fil-kkamra, imma ghalkemm kultant kien inizzel xi
wiehed minn fuq I-ixkaffa u jgalleb fih, kien jitlef
il-pacenzja malajr u jitiqu hemm wara ftit.

Madankollu Karl kien fifel bravu. I-marki
tieghu tal-iskola ma kinux ta' barra minn hawn...

imma kien jghaddi tajjeb, ghax xoghlu xi ftit jew
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wisq kien jaghmlu. Imma |-qari kien ghalih wara
hajt kbir impossibbli li jagbzu.

Mhux hekk Melanie. Kull darba li tiegaf minn
xi haga li kienet ged taghmel, taraha tahtaf il-
ktieb u taqgra ffit pagni. U kultant tant kienet
tintilef li langas lill-mama ma kienet twiegeb
meta tkellimha.

U Marfina kienet tiggustaha bi tbissima u
thalliha bi kwietha, mitlufa fid-dinja li kien holgilha
l-awtur.

Dakinhar filghaxija, hekk kif regghet kienet fis-
sodda, mghaddsa kollha kemm hi fil-ktieb, rega’
dahal Karl inkiss inkiss f'kamritha, u hasadha hekk
kif gabez ghal fuqg is-sagqu.

U kompla jagbez, b'Melanie tfimmolla tant
i ma setghetx tkompli tagra. Irrabjat mieghu u
galtlu biex jiegaf, imma hu mariedx jaf. B'dahka
nkejjuza kompla jagbez sa ma gabzet fuqu hi u
sammritu mas-sagqu, tant li ma setax jiccaqglag.

“Hallini,” ghajjat, imma Melanie kienet akbar
minNu U rnexxielha trazznu.
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Xhin, wara ftit, waqgaf jissara, telqgitu. “Issa
mur lura f'’kamartek ha nkompli nagra,” qaltlu.

“Le. Ghadek m'ghedtlix kif kompliet |-istorja
ta’ Katie,” qalilha b'dik il-harsa fug wiccu li tant
kienet taf.

“La llesti |-ktieb nghidhielek,” galtlu ohtu.
“Ghad bagaghli bicca sew biex illestin. Issa mur
orgod.”

“Le,” rega’ Ifitt. “Ghidli x’gara mill-ahhar
darba li ghedtli.”

Kienet taf li ghalxejn targumenta. Huha
kien bhal nemusa fitta li ddur ma’ rasek billejl.
Tgajmek, tixghel id-dawl, tipprova ssibha u ma
tarahiex, imma malli terga’ timtedd terga’ tibda
zzarzar sa ma ggennek. Kienet taf li l-uniku mod
kif twaqgqgaf il-fittagni tieghu kien billi taghtin dak
li ried.

Nizzlet il-ktieb fug is-sodda u bdiet
tirrakkontalu.

“Katie kienet riegda fil-fond dakinhar li xtrat
il-ktieb,” qaltlu, “meta f'dagga wahda regghet
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semghet il-kfieb ikantalha. Kienet ghanja ta’
dwejjag kbar lidahlet fil-holm taghha u bidlithom
fi hmar il-lejl.”

“Kife" qabez Karl.

“Qabel il-kanzunetta kienet ged tohlom i
kienet fi gnien kbir, mimli bil-fjuri u sigar kbar...
kullimkien ahdar madwarha, barra I-kuluri tal-fjuri
U s-sema blu. Imma malli bdiet il-kanzunetta, il-
fijuri dbielu f'dagqga u l-ahdar tal-haxix sar isfar,
qisu tiben. U I-werag wagghu f'dagga minn fug
is-sigar, u gew zkuk biss bhalma jkunu fl-eqqgel
tax-xitwa.”

“X'biza',” gal Karl li, izda, il-harsa fug wiccu
ma kienet imbezzgha xejn.

“Kompliet miexja biex tara minn fejn kienet
gejja l-ghanja, u hemm, fit-tarf ta’ rdum gholi, rat
il-ktieb li kienet xtrat. Miftuh. U hasset li I-ghanja
kienet gejja minnu. Qorbot lejh u rat li z-zewg
faccati li kienu miffuhin ma kinux aktar vojtaq,
imma kien hemm il-kitba fughom... miktuba fi
stil antik, b"hafna tidwir u linji... donnha kienet
miktuba bl-idejn.”
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“U x'kien hemm miktub?2” stagsa Karl,
f'dagga wahda hergan biex ikun jaf.

“Dik kienet il-problema,” galet Melanie. “Il-
kitba kienet b’lingwa li Katie ma kinitx taf. Jigifieri
ma setghetx tkun taf x’kien hemm miktub. U meta
marret aktar grib u ppruvat tqalleb il-pagni, il-
ktieb inghalag f'"dagqga u sparixxa taht idejha.”

Wagfet ghal ffit biex tiehu n-nifs.

“Malli sparixxa |-ktieb, semghet hoss gawwi,
u gamet f'dagga mir-ragda li kienet fiha. Sabet
i I-ktieb li kienet xtrat kien waga’' wahdu minn
fuq l-ixkaffa u stabat mal-art. Harget mis-sodda,
refghetu u gallbet fih, imma l-pagni kienu kollha
vojta mill-gdid.”

“Imbaghad?”

“Ma nafx. Hemm wasalt.”

“Uff, ghax ma grajtx aktare”

“Ghax ghandi hija jogghod jiffittani u Mma
jhallinix nagra, ghalhekk,” qaltlu Melanie,
irrabjata. “lssa se tmur torgod, jew le¢ Sar il-hin
u minhabba fik mhux se jkolli cans nagra bicca
ohra.”
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Kien jaf lima seta’ jiehu xejn aktar minghand
ohtu. Xorta, izda, tefghalha l-imhadda ghalrasha
gabel ma gabez minn fuqg is-sodda. Inkella ma
jkunx hu.

U waga’ s-skiet fug id-dar ta’ Melanie u Karl,
hekk kif il-lejl dallam lil Malta.
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4,
Dakinhar bille]l

Melanie gamet b'hasda.

Ghal mument lanqas fejn kienet ma kienet
taf, jew x'hin kien, tant kienet mitlufa, imma
mbaghad irrealizzat li kien ghadu d-dlam u
l-arlogg fuqg il-kkomodina galilha li kienu |-erbgha
ta’ flghodu.

X'kien gajjimha? Mhux hoss, xi haga ohra. Xi
haga li missitha.

Harset madwarha, imma fid-dlam tal-kamra
ma kienet ged tara xejn. Langas night light ma
kellha, ghax id-dawl ma kienx ihalliha torgod.
Xenglet rasha. Bilfors li kienet holma, mela. U
gibdet il-friex fugha biex terga’ tipprova torgod.

U dak il-hin semghet il-lehen hafif, jitkellem
bl-Ingliz.

“Don’t make a noise, please... it's ok.”

Ghajnejha nfethu berah U idha
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awtomatikament ghafset is-swicc tal-lampa. II-
kamra mtliet bid-dawl u Melanie nhasdet.

Hemm, f'hogor is-sodda, kien hemm fifla,
irgiga b'xagharha isfar. Kienet wieqgfa dritta, u
kienet ged thaddan maghha ktieb illegat sabin.

Melanie ghamlet minn kollox biex ma
twerzagx, u rnexxielha bil-hniena.

“Min inte” galet minn taht I-ilsien.

It-fifla xenglet rasha. “l don’'t know your
language,” qgaltilha bl-Ingliz.

Mnejn kienet tafha lil dike Melanie dahlilha
I-hsieb li dik it-tifla kienet familjari. Imma zgur |i
gatt ma kienet iltagghet maghha gabel ghax
kieku kienet fiftakarha.

“Who are you and how did you getin hereg¢”
stagsietha, bilgieghda fis-sodda issa.

It-fifla bagghet fejn kienet.

“My name is Katie,” qaltilha, “and | don’t
know how | got here. | don't even know where
here is.”

Katiel
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U issa rrealizzat fejn kienet ratha lil dik it-tifla
qgabel. Fit-tpingijiet li kien hemm fil-ktieb li kienet
ged tagral Dik kienet it-tifla li kienet xtrat il-kfieb.
U dak li kellha maghha bilfors li kien il-ktieb innifsu.

Xenglet rasha. Kienet ged tohlom, mela.
Minn hawn u ftit iehor kienet se tqum u |-holma
tkun digad sparixxiet minn mohhha.

Mela ghaliex kien hemm dak is-sens gawwi
ta’ realta?e Ghaliex kollox donnu kien ta’ verue
Imma dak li noholmu nahsbu li hu ta’ veru ahna
u noholmuh, regghet qalet lilha nnifisha.

Ma setghetx tqum u tmiss lil dik it-tifla biex tara
jekk hix ta’ veru, ghax ilF-mama galtilha kemm-il
darba f'dawk |-ahhar jiem li ma setghetx tmiss
ma’ nies ohra minhabba fil-marda tal-virus.

Imma dik it-tifla li galet li jisimha Katie solviet
id-dilemma hi billi resget lejha.

Melanie ngibdet lura. “No,” qgaltiha. “The
virus..."

Katie xenglet rasha bil-gawwa. “Where |
come from there is no virus,” qaltilha. “Don’t
worry..."”
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“Where do you come from, theng”

“From a country created by a writer. | am
not real, Melanie. | am a character in a story. But
this book has made me come to life.”

Melanie ma riditx temmen il widnejha.
Jigifieri din it-tifla ma kinitx ta’ veru. Mela kif kienet
quddiemha issa?

Poggiet bilgieghda fuq is-sodda hdejn riglejn
Melanie.

“Do you want to hear the story as | now think
it happened?” galtilha.

Melanie caqgilget rasha. Kienet ghadha
konvinta li din kienet holma, imma aktar ma
ghadda I-hin, aktar kienet ged issir reali.

“I think | came here because you are
reading my book... the book in which | am the
main character, | mean,” galtilha. “It must be
the bridge. Back in my world, when this book
fell off my shelf, | opened it and there was no
writing in it again, but | was curious and kept on
going through every page, till suddenly | came
to two black pages... completely black. Only
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they weren’t black pages... it was a hole, and
some sort of force pulled me into it.” Katie dehret
mifxula. “And suddenly | found myself here,
at the foot of your bed. | noticed the book on
your bedside table and pieced the whole story
together in my mind.”

Melanie regghet xenglet rasha. Din fantasija.
Din meravilja. Kif jista’ jkun li dan kollu kien verue

“Please come with me inside the book,”
qgaltiha Katie. "It keeps on singing to me to do
that... because the world is in great danger and
it knows how to save it... or at least help it.”

Melanie nfixlet wahda sew. Din kienet
gennata. U xorta ma kinitx ged temmen i dan
kollu kien ged jigri tassew.

U dak il-hin il-bieb ta’ kamritha tbhexxaq bil-
mod il-mod u rat lil Karl hemm, fix-xaqqg tal-bieb,
ihares gewwa.

“Idhol, Karl,” galtlu bi tpespisa feroci. Karl
dahal, imma ghajnejh ma galaghhomx minn
fug Katie.

“Dik min hi2” stagsa, ghajnejh qgishom
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plattini, kbar u tondi. “Ma stajtx norgod. Kont
ged nilghab loghba fug ilF-mowbajl meta smajt
bhal diskors gej mill-kamra tieghek.”

“Dik Katie... il-karattru tal-ktieb li ged naqgra.”

Karl hares lejha b'harsa i galtilha i kien jaf |i
ohtu zbuxxlat.

“Le... tassew... min hie U kif dahlet hawn?”

Melanie gabdet il-ktieb minn fuqg il-komodina
u fethitu fejn kien hemm l-istampa ta’ Katie
ged togrob lejn il-ktieb miftuh. Urietha lil Karl, [i
hares lejha, imbaghad lejn Katie, imbaghad
lejn l-istampa mill-gdid. Pogga idu ma’ wiccu u
xengel rasu kemm felah.

“Kif jista’ jkung2” stagsa.

“Ma nafx... imma hawn gieghda.”

SadanifttantKatie bagghetsiekta, bilgieghda
fejn kienet fit-tarf tas-sodda. Riedet thalli lill-ahwa
johidu taghhom, avolja minn dak kollu li ntqal
ma kienet ged tithem xejn.

“Tridnimmur maghha gol-ktieb,” galtlu, wara
i spjegatiu x'kienet galtilha Katie.

“U ma tarax!” kien pront gal Karl.

30



“ll-kktieb ged jghidilha li d-dinja gieghda
f'periklu kbir... u li hu jista’ jghin.”

Karl siket. “ll-virusg” stagsa.

“Ma nafx,” galet Melanie. “Jista’ jkun. Jigifieri
jien lesta li nissugraha.”

Karl rega’ xengel rasu. Deher akbar milli kien
f'"dagga wahda. “U kif se nispjegaw dan kollu lill-
mama u 'l-papd?e’” stagsa.

“Le...manghidulhom xejn. Ahna mhuxkemm
naraw jekk dan kollu hux veru¢ lJien nghidlek
i din holma.” U garset idha biex ticcekkja... u
I-harsa ta’ wiccha qalet lil Karl li kienet weggghet
tassew.

“OK,"” gal. *OK.”

Katie bhal fehmet li I-ahwa kienu gablu u
gamet minn fejn kienet. Poggiet il-ktieb kbir fug
is-sodda u bdiet tgalleb fih sa ma sabet il-pagni
suwed.

Karlhataf id Melanie hekk kif gorbu lejn Katie,
i kienet ged ftittawwal gol-hofra kbira hafna i
minn fejn kienu dehret bla giegh.

U, f'dagga wahda, u bla ma jafu kif, bhal rih
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gawwi hareg mill-hofra, dar dawra maghhom,
u f'’kemm ili nghid, gibidhom ghal god-dalma
kbira li kien hemm fil-hofra.
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5.
Fejn hadhom il-kfieb

Ma setghux jifhmu x'kien ged jigri.

Hassewhom jaghgdu, bhal meta jkunu fuqg
ir-roundabout tal-playing field, iduru u jduru bla
kontroll... u gisimhom jghaddi lil mohhhom hekk
kif it-tnejn itellqu ma’ xulxin.

|d-dlamliwaqgghu fihmadamxwisgqu minfloku
issa kien hemm crieki ta’ kuluri... gawsalli tondi
jduru go xulxin itiru madwarhom. U gisimhom ma
kellu l-ebda togol. Kienu rix magbudin f'riefnu...
le, f'uragan, fromba zzeffinhom minn naha ghall-
ohra hekk kif is-sensi ma bagghu jaghmlu l-ebda
sens U hsiebhom sploda f'elf lewn u elf berga u
elf spluzjoni ta’ fantasija.

Imbaghad, f'"dagga wahda, sparixxa kollox,
U sagajhom kienu sodi mal-art, u wagfu hdejn
xulxin iharsu madwarhom.

“Fejn geghdine” stagsa Karl. Ma kellha
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l-ebda dubju Melanie li kien se jkun Karl li jistagsi
xi haga hekk.

“This is where | was before,” galet Katie. *And
look... my book is gone! Did we leave it back in
your roome”

Tassew, il-ktieb ma kienx gie maghhom
f'dal-post. Iva, x’aktarx kien ghadu fil-kamra ta’
Melanie.

Jew le?

Ghanja helwa mimlija bit-fisfira ta’ flawt hafif
U gabbiezi, imlitihom mohhhom.

“That’'s the book’s song,” galet mill-ewwel
Kafie.

“Mela hawn gieghed il-ktieb,” galet Melanie
il Karl. “Jekk irridu mmorru lura d-dar, irridu
nsibuh.”

Mhux ghax kellhom xi ghazla dwar dan.
L-ghanja, bhal kanzunetta ferrieha kantata
minn elf ghasfur hieni, kienet ged iggebbdilhom
hsiebhom... donnha habel irgiqg imma b’sahhtu li
fit-tarf tieghu kellu ganc imgabbad f'mohhhom.
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U xi hadd jew xi haga kienu ged jigbdu I-habel, u
mieghu gibdu lit-tfal lejn fejn xtaqu huma.

Melanie harset madwarha. Kienu geghdin
go ghalga kbira hafna... tant kienet kbira li ma
setghetx tara fejn intemmet fix-xefaq 'il boghod.
L-art kienet niexfa u hlief ghal xi sbul ta’ tiben isfar,
ma kien hemm xejn jikber fiha. Madwarhom, iz-
zkuk ta’ sigar mejta mlew kullimkien, bi frieghi
imnezzgha minn kull werga jgebbdu dirghajhom
lejn is-sema griz... donnhom dirghajn ta’ skeletri
bla hajja. Kollox kien sieket, u ma kien hemm xejn
ta’ fern hlief ghall-ghanja tal-ktieb i mlitihom
mohhhom.

Imxew b'heffa kbira 'l quddiem, imma
donnhom ma kienu qged jaslu mkien, ghax
madwarhom bagghet dejjem I-istess xena kerha
u ta’ dwejjaqg kbar.

Imbaghad, f'dagga wahda, raw bhal dawl
inemnem fil-boghod.

“Hemmhekk,” kien pront gal Karl. “Nahseb |i
hemm qieghed il-ktieb."”

Haffewil-pass, riglejhomitiru minnfugzrarirqiq
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ippuntat li bil-hniena hassewh taht sagajhom,
ghax hsiebhom kien mimli bl-ghanja u xejn aktar
ma kien importanti.

U wara aktar mixi, hin li hassewh eternitd,
waslu fejn kellhom jaslu... lejn fejn gebbdithom
l-ghanja. Hemm kien il-ktieb quddiemhom,
miftuh, ezatt kif kien deskritt fl-istorja li kienet ged
tagra Melanie u li kienet irrakkuntat lil huha.

“The writing is there again,” qaltiihom Katie.
“But it's in a language | don't understand, so |
don’'t know what'sin it.”

[t-tfal qorbu aktar lejn il-ktieb. Bil-mod, donnu
kien xi haga tal-biza’, jew li kienu ged jistennew
xi haga figri f'"dagqa i kienet se tahsadhom.
Imma xejn ma gara. ll-kfieb kien hemm, miftuh
fug zewg faccati li kienu bejn wiehed u iehor fin-
nofs fieghu, u li fughom kien hemm vrus ta’ kitba.

U hemm kien ix-xokk.

“Dil-kitba bil-Malti,” ghajtet Melanie, langas
biss tintebah fis-sorpriza taghha li Katie ma kinitx
ged tithimha.

“It's in Maltese,” spjegalha minflok Karl.
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“So that's the other connection,” qgalet
Katie. “You reading the book with my story in it
was one, and the text here being in Maltese is
the other. That's why it led me to you.”

Karlkien gedjipprovajagral-kitba elaborataq,
imma kien ged isibha difficli. Barra minn hekk,
il-gari tieghu bil-Malti ma kienx pinna. “Ghinni
naqgra x’hawn miktub,” gal lil ohtu.

Melanie nizlet gharkupptejha quddiem il-
ktieb u bil-mod il-mod bdiet tagra.

“Jiena l-oraklu ta’ Astorett, is-sahhar ta’ Mehti.
Aqgra sewwa dan lihawn u aghmel dak li ssib fih.
Sib ix-xmara I-hamra li tnixxi mill-ghajn tal-mard.
Fittex il-huta vjola li taghti r-rigal prezzjuz.

Fejjaq ix-xmara biex id-dinja tghix.

Au l-ewwel pass billi tagleb dil-pagna.

Kuragg u sahha I-ghodod li jwassluk.

Dawk u l-imhabba ghal ghgjrek.”

Wagfet. “Dagshekk hemm,” galet.
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“Jien ma jien ged nifhem xejn,” kien pront
gal Karl, ghajnejh miftuhin berah.

“Lanqgas jien,” qalet ohtu, mifxula xxengel
rasha.

“What does it saye” stagsiethom Katie. U
Melanie galbet ghall-Inglizil-kliem stramb li kienet
ghadha kif grat.

“But... but... | know where the red river is!”
galet b'herga kbira malli wagfet tispjegalha
Melanie.

“You do¢”

“Yes. | dreamt of it. But,” u ghajnejha ddellu,
“that was another dream. Another place. So it's
no good to us.”

“Imma zomm,” gal Karl. “M’hemmx miktub li
trid tagleb il-pagnae”

“Iva, kos,” galet Melanie, li tant kienet infixlet
i nsietha dik il-parti. U galbet il-pagna.

Fil-pront  spluzjoni ta’ Iwien il-gawsalla
lagtithom b’'gawwa kbira u ntilfu minn sensihnom.
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6.
|d-dinja dezert

Ghall-ewwel kien hemm biss id-dlam. Dlam
cappa li fih ma tara xejn. Jekk kien possibbli,
dlam aktar iswed mid-dlam ¢cappa tal-lejl.

Imbaghad, bhal xagg ta' dawl... donnu
hajta bajda rgiga, tfacca fuqg ix-xefaq. U beda
jzid bil-mod i-mod, sa ma sploda f'dagqga v sar
gawwi dags ix-xemx tal-ghodwa.

Melanie gamet bilgieghda fejn kienet, u
rat lil Karl igum bil-mod il-mod ukoll. Lil Katie ma
setghet taraha mkien.

“X'garae” stagsa Karl bil-vuci i soltu jkollu
meta I-mama tipprova tgajmu ghall-iskola. “Fejn
ahnae”

Melanie kienet se tghidlu li ghalxejn jistagsi
mistogsijiet likien jaflila hu ulangas himakellhom
twegiba ghalihom... imma kienet storduta wisqg
u ma galet xejn. Minflok harset madwarha.
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Ma kinux aktar fl-ghalga fejn kien hemm il-
ktieb. Issa kienu f'nofs ta’ trig twila, li minn fejn
kienu bagghet sejra sa ma sparixxiet fil-boghod.
U madwar it-trig kien hemm il-bahh... bhal dezert
minghajr ramel, imma li ma kien fih xejn. Langas
sigra wahda. Langas xitla jew fjura. Xejn. Bahh
assolut.

“ll-ktieb baghatna hawn ghal xi raguni,”
galet Il huha meta regghet sabet lehinha.
“Bilfors li xi mkien 'l hawn hemm dik ix-xmara |i
kien hemm fil-kitba.”

“Ix-xmara |-hamra,” qal Karl. “Nghid jien,
xmara kif issir hamrag”

“Mhux bid-demm, nittama,” galet Melanie,
ghajnejha miftuhin berah.

“Ule, X'inti tghid,” gal Karl... imma lehnu kien
inCert, donnu ghaddielu -hsieb hazin li ohtu seta’
kellha ragun. “X’'se naghmlug”

“Xi tfridna naghmlu? Nimxu,” qalet Melanie,
u regghet xtaget li kienu libsin zarbun meta
waqghu gol-hofra fil-ktieb. L-art kienet iebsa u
sagajhom kienu se jweggghu hafna mal-mixi.
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“U Katie fejn hie” stagsa Karl. Mill-gdid
mistogsija li kien jaf [i ohtu ma kinitx taf twiegeb.

“Nahseb li I-kfieb baghatha xi mkien iehor.
Ghalxejn nippruvaw nifhmu fejn. Immorrue”

U bdew mixjin, ghall-ewwel b’'certa heffq,
imma malajr ghajew, u l-gighan ta’ sagajhom
kienu ged ihossuhom misluhin.

U sadanittant xorta ma raw xejn u lil hadd,
hlief ilF-mmedda ta’ trig quddiemhom, |i donnha
ma kienet tintemm qgatt.

“Ghajjejt,” tniehed Karl.

“Ma nistghux niegfu,” qaltlu Melanie. “Xi
mkien irridu naslu. Ma jistax ikun li din it-trig tibga’
sejra ghal dejjem.”

“Fejn taf?” stagsa huha b'rabja. “Forsi hekk
taghmell U kif taf [i mixjin fid-direzzjoni t-tajba?
Ma stajniex morna n-naha |l-ohra wkollg™

Dan kien hsieb li kien ged ikiddha lil Melanie,
u ma qgaltlu xejn. Kienet intuwizzjoni li galtilha lejn
liema naha ghandhom jimxu. Xejn aktar. Imma
setghet ma kienet infuwizzjoni xejn, ghax ma
kienx hemm x'jiggustifika [-ghazla taghha.
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Bagghu mixjin u nnutaw bidla fl-arja. Filwaqt
i sa issa kienet arja xotta, kif immaginaw tkun
f'dezert, issa |-arja kienet donnha aktar niedjaq,
ihossuha hafif hafif ma’ wicchom.

“Qed thossha?” stagsiet Melanie.

Huha caglag rasu. “Xi tfisser, tahsebg”

“Ma nafx, imma jista’ jkun li tfisser li hawn
l-ilma xi mkien. Hafna iima, tant li jaffettwa |-arja
ta’ madwaru.”

U din kienet tama gdida, u ghal ftit haffew
il-pass, sa ma f'dagga wahda, fil-boghod raw i
t-frig intemmet. Immiraw 'l hemm u ghaglu aktar,
jinjoraw l-ugigh fil-giegh ta’ sagajhom.

“Dak donnu xatt,” galet Melanie meta gorbu
bizzejjed li setghet tara.

Karl ma gal xejn, ghax kien ged jilheg.

Ftit iehor u waslu f'dak i Melanie sejhitlu
xatt. Fil-fatt kien wiehed miz-zewgt ignub, mibni
minn briks homor, ta’ kanal wiesa’. Wagfu fit-tarf
tieghu u ttawlu 'l isfel.

U hemm kien hemm ix-xmara hamra i
ssemmiet fil-kitba tal-oraklu.
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Kienet hamra ghax il-giegh taghha kien miksi
b'haxix ta’ lewn bejn ahmar u vjola, u l-ilmijiet
fil-kanal irrifletftew dawn l-ilwien, tant li donnhom
kienu mizbughin.

It-tfal gaghdu bilgieghda fuqg ix-xatt u harsu
'|isfel.

“Mela |-ktieb rega’ baghatna fejn suppost
inkunu biex insolvu kliemu,” galet Melanie, u
tkellmet minn taht l-ilsien, avolja kienet taf lihadd
ma kien hemm min jismaghha.

“Iva, imma xorta ma nafux x'se nagbdu
naghmlu,” gerger Karl.

“Skont il-ktieb, din ix-xmara ‘tnixxi mill-ghajn
tal-mard’,” galet Melanie, tpoggdi hsibijietha fi
kliem. “Ma nafx x'ried jghid b'dik il-frazi.”

“Tghid ged jghid ghall-marda tal-virus, |i
ged tixtered mad-dinja¢” stagsa Karl, ghajnejh
miftuhin berah.

“Ma nafx... imma hawn hafna mard, mhux
dik biss. Jista' jkun li ged jghid ghal xi marda
ohra.” Wagfet u gamet bilwiegfa. “Ejja nimxu
max-xatt tax-xmara u naraw fejn twassal.”
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“Din tista’ tibga’ sejra fit-tul hafna,” rega’
garr Karl li issa tassew kien ghajjien.

“Imma ma hemm xejn  aktar x'nistghu
naghmlu,” galet Melanie. Qabditu minn drieghu
u ghenitu jqum.

Uregghu bdew jimxu. Minhabba li x-xatt kollu
kien mibnimill-briks, sagajhom aktarwegghuhom
issa, U ma setghux jghagglu.

Damu siegha mixjin u xejn ma nbidel, imma
Melanie fl-ahhar indunat li I-kanal tax-xmara kien
donnu ged jidjieq, u wara ftit bhal rat dell kbir
guddiemhom, mohbi qgalb i¢-cpar li kien ma’
kullimkien.

Imxew ftit iehor u bil-mod i-mod id-dell sar
aktar solidu, u s-sema sar aktar imdallam, u
f'"dagga wahda kienu ged isibuha difficli jiehdu
N-nifs sew.

U wara ftit intfebhu ghaliex. L-ilmijiet tax-
xmara kienu hergin minn go hofra kbira gol-hajt
ta’ bini enormi, bla twieqi u miksi bin-nugrufun.
Kien bini li kellu cumnija gganteska u li minnha
kien hiereg duhhan iswed li kesa s-sema.
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I-bini iswed

“Li tnixxi mill-ghajn tal-mard,” qgalet Melanie
minn taht I-ilsien hekk kif harset 'il fug lejn il-bini
tal-biza’.

“Imma ghajn xi tfisserg” stagsa Karl, mifxul.
“Ghajn mhux dine” U pponta lejn ghajnu
l-leminija.

Melanie xenglet rasha. “Bil-Malti, ghajn tfisser
ukoll il-post minn fejn tibda xi haga... fejn fibda
X-xmara, perezempju. ll-miss spjegatilna xi tfisser
‘ras il-ghajn’ ftit ilu. Jigifieri f'dal-kas tfisser is-sors
tax-xmara. U jidher li -ghajn tax-xmara hu dak il-
post mahmug, li ged iharbat l-ambjent.”

“Jista’ jkun li ghal dak kien ged jghid |-oraklu
meta semma I-mard, melag”

“Nahseb,” qgalet Melanie. “ld-dizastru i
geghdin naghmlu mill-arja ged joqgtol hafna
aktar nies mill-virus li ged jigri bhalissal™

“Mela meta Katie galet li rridu nsalvaw id-
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dinja... kienet ged tghid ghal dan,” u pponta
lejn id-duhhan iswed li mela s-sema.

“Jista' jkun,” qgalet. *Ma nafx. Li naf hu li
x'aktarx li l-ilma tax-xmara vvalenat, u ghalhekk
iI-haxix fil-giegh anmar. Xi tip ta’ kimika.”

“Mela ma jistax jghix il-hut fiha.”

“Le... jigifieri mhux se nsibuha fix-xmara |-huta
vjola li semma l-oraklu.”

“Jekk ix-xmara valenuza... mhux ta’ b’'xejn |i
kullimkien dezert hawn,” gal Karl li kultant kien
jinhass aktar kbir fl-eta milli tassew kien.

“Hekk hu,” galet ohtu. “Imma nghid jien
x'jista’ jkun ir-rigal li taghtina huta vjola li permezz
tieghu nistghu nfejqu x-xmara2”

Karlxengelrasu. “Jien ma fhimt assolutament
xejn.” Imbaghad, “X'se naghmlu, Melanie?g”

“Nippruvaw naraw x'finh dal-poste” stagsiet.

“Ghaliex¢ Mhux se jghinna mmorru lura
d-dar.”

“Imma bhalissa dal-post biss hawn... forsi
nsibu fih xi haga li tghinna nsibu |-ktieb biex
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jehodna lura. ll-ktieb jaf bih dal-post, ghax li kien
hemm miktub fih gieghed hawn.”

“Kif trid, imma jien nahseb li ghalxejn.” Imma
ma garrx xhin bdew mexjin madwar il-bini iswed.

Langas tieqga wahda ma setghu jaraw, imma
meta daru ghan-naha ta’ quddiem tal-bini kien
hemm, fil-fatt, bhal bieb ckejken, imbexxaq, li
t-tfal setghu jidhlu minnu. Imma gewwa ma kien
hemm xejn hlief dlam, ghalhekk hallew il-bieb
sokjuz biex tal-anqas l-ombra ta’ barra setghet
titfa’ magar hjiel ta’ dawl, kemm jaraw fejn jimxu.

Mill-ewwel intebhu li fil-bini ma kien hemm
hadd.

“Mela minn fejn hu gej id-duhhane” stagsa
Karl.

“Infittxu U naraw,” qalet Melanie, li xtaget
dak il-hin li kellha maghha |-keychain favorita
taghha, limaghhakellha tor¢ ckejken, lima tantx
kien juri... imma hawn kien ikun ta’ ghajnuna
kbira.

ll-bini kien kollu kemm hu kamra wahda
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kbira fis-sular t'isfel, u deher li kien hemm kamra
dagshekk iehor kbira fis-sular ta’ fuqg. Isfel kien
bahh. Ma kien hemm xejn, u meta Karl sab it-
tarag ghal fug, in-naha tax-xellug tal-kamra,
damu jtellghu u jnizzlu jekk jitiighux. Fl-ahhar
iddecidew lijitiighu. Melanie fethet il-bieb berah
biex jidhol kemxejn aktar dawl u b'hekk raw
bizzejjed biex ma jinfixlux fit-targiet.

Dahlu f'sala kbira, u mid-dehra hemm kien
hemm kollox. Magna gganteska go nofs is-sala
kienet ged iddur u taghgad, rota go rota go
rota, kollox bla wagfien, bin-nirien mibzuga minn
twieqgi Ckejkna, u xrar imtajar minn kullimkien.
Kollox jitma’ lic-Ccumnija li -togba taghha kienet
ezatt 'il fug millF-magna. Ghalkemm ma setghux
jaraw kif, it-tfal kienu Certi li hawn kienet il-kawza
tar-rovina tal-ambjent. Dik ilF-magna zgur li kienu
bnewha |-bnedmin, imma issa ma kien hemm
hadd... kien baga’ biss ilF-magna, u I-magna
kienet gieghda teqgred dik id-dinja.

“Nistghu nwaqggfuhae’” stagsa Karl,imbezza’.
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“Kife" stagsietu Melanie. "Langas x'inhi ma
nafu, ahseb u ara kemm nistghu nkunu nafu kif
inwaqqgfuha.”

“Jigifieri m'ahna ha naghmlu xejne”

“Xejn ma nistghu naghmlu,” qalet Melanie,
u d-dmugh beda jagbez minn ghajnejha. “Din
bhad-dinja taghna,” galtlu, tolfoqg, “ahna t-tfal
ged nghixu f'dinja mimlija arja hazina, u mhux
ahna I|-kawza. ll-kawza dawk i juzaw il-karozzi
ghal xejn b'xejn, dawk i jibonu bla wagfien u
jimlew I-arja kollha trab, dawk li jgacctu s-sigar
u jogtlu I-hdura.” U issa tassew kienet ged tibki
bil-qalb.

Din kienet xi haga ghal qgalbha hafna
Melanie, imma gatt ma kienet titkellem fugha,
ghax bezghet li I-kkbar jehduha kontra taghha...
inkella jwaggghuha ghac-cajt. Issa, f'din id-dinja
' boghod minn taghha, fejn kienet ged tara
b'ghajnejha stess magna |li ma kellha l-ebda
uzu, imma li kienet ged tizra’ dagshekk qgirda...
hawn infagghet bhal buzziega.
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Meta ghaddielha rrabjat maghha nnifisha li
kienet infasdet hekk. “Taghtix kasi,” galet lilhuha,
timsah ghajnejha bil-komma tal-pigama.

“Le, ghandek ragun, Melanie. lJien ukoll
kultant nahseb fug hekk... imma nghid li jien fifel
zghir u ma nista’ naghmel xejn biex ma nhallix
lill-kbar jeqirdu lid-dinja taghna.”

lva... kultant kien jinstema’ akbar milli kien
tassew Karl. Missilha qalbha u demgha kbira
zzerzget minn ghajnha ghal fug geddumha
sakemm waqghet fl-art hdejn riglejha.

U hemm, fejn messet id-demgha, infethet
l-art u kolonna tal-irham harget b’sahha kbira u
wagfet soda quddiem Melanie.

U fugha kien hemm statwa zghira.

Ta' huta. Mizbugha vjola.
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8.
Astorett ta’ Mehti

It-tfal harsu lejha mibluha! Minn fejn kienet giete U
kienet tassew id-demgha ta’ Melanie li gieghlet
il dik il-kolonna fitla’ f'"dagga minn fejn kienet
mohbija fl-art?

Karl xengel rasu. “Taf li dan kollu impossibbli,
huxe” stagsa lil ohtu.

Hi caqgilget rasha. “lva, naf. Xejn ma jaghmel
sens. Min ippjana dan kollu kif kien jaf li jien se
nibki ezaftt fil-post fejn kien hemm il-kolonnae”

“Inkella,” gal huha, “dik il-kolonna ma kinitx
hemm... imma giet hemm appuntu ghax bkejt.”

Xengletrasha. “Ghalxejn nippruvaw nithmu,”
galtlu. “Xejn ma jaghmel sens. Imma issa sibna
I-huta vjola li suppost taghtina rigal prezzjuz.”

Melanie poggiet idha fuq l-istatwa tal-huta.
Ma setghetx taghraf x'materjal kien i minnu
kienet skolpita. Xi tip ta’ alabastrue Kienet xi tip
ta’ gebla. L-iskultura kienet sabiha u ddettaljata
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hafna, bil-huta wiegfa fug denbha, b'rasha 'l
fug. Daritha b’ghajnejha, bicca bicca, tipprova
tara jekk hemmx xi post fejn setghet kien hemm
mohba... xi mkien fejn seta’ jinzamm dak ir-rigal
i semma |-oraklu. Imma ghalxejn. Dehret solida.

“Forsi I-huta stess ir-rigal,” gal Karl meta
wagfu jifluha u ma kienu sabu xejn. “Nistghu
nehduha maghna?” U pprova jcaglagha minn
fejn kienet... imma dehret li kienet imwahhla
mal-kolonna. Ceda. “Le,” qal.

Melanie ddecidiet li tipprova hi stess. fafnet
iI-huta b'idejha t-thejn u gholliet 'il fug u, ghageb
tal-ghegubijiet, ghalkemm il-huta xorta bagghet
imwahhla mal-kolonna, ingibdet 'il fug, u nfetah
bhal kexxun tahtha li hareg mill-kolonna stess.

U gol-kexxun kien hemm curkett, b'gawhra
kbira fuqu li anke fid-dalma ta’ hemm gew kienet
ged tlegqg u tima.

It-tfal hadu nifs gawwi 'l gewwa u Melanie
dahhlet idha biex gabret ic-Curkett. Bla ma
hasbet... bhallikieku kienet |-aktar haga naturali
tad-dinja... poggiet ic-Curkett fuqg is-suba’ tan-
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nofs ta’ idha I-leminija u nhasdet. Ic-Curkett
kien shun u beda jivvibra hafif hafif. Hasset idha
tintrefa’ 'l fug... gisha ftilfet il-kontroll taghha... u
ppuntat ic-Curkett lejn il-vojt ta’ nofs il-kamra.

U ragg ta’ dawl gawwi gabez minn goc-
Curkett.

It-tfal  tghammxu u ghal mument ma
setghu jaraw xejn hlief berag gawwi quddiem
ghajnejhom, imma hekk kif harsithom gaghdet
sabu xi haga ma’ wicchom li langas f'mitt sena
ma kienu jistennewha.

Ma kinux aktar wehidhom.

Quddiemhom kien hemm ragel xih, b’'dagna
twila bajda, imgezwer fi drapp li kien donnu lizar.
Kien hafi u kellu hatar twil f'idu li donnu kien ged
jistrieh mieghu.

“Tibzghux minni, tfal,” qalilhom b'Malti
perfett. “Jien gieghed hawn biex nghinkom... fl-
istess mod kif infom ghentu lili.”

Karlu Melanie kienu mibluhin u mafelhuxjifthu
halghom! Langas mistogsija wahda m’ghaddiet
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minn mohh Karl xi jfajjar! lI-hasda kienet gatghetu
minn gewwa.

Ir-ragel tbissem u wiccu bhal ha d-dawl. U
f'"dak il-mument it-tfal kienu konvinti li dan kien
ragel tajjeb... li setghu jafdawh. Assolutament
ma kellhom l-ebda idea minn fejn gie dal-hsieb,
imma hemm kien, sod dags l-azzar.

ld-dawl mic-Curkett kien batta ffit, imma
xorta kien ghadu hemm, jixghel il-figura ta’
quddiemhom.

“Jien mhux tassew gieghed hawn,” qalilhom.
“Ic-curkett I ghandek fug sebghek, Melanie,
gieghed jipprogettani mill-belt ta’ Mehti... u,
fil-fatt, minn eluf ta’ snin ilu.” It-tbissima tieghu
zdiedet.

“Jiena Astorett... ul-ktieb liKatie sabet ghand
ir-regettier, hu tieghi. Avolja Katie fil-faft ma
tezistix... hlief ghal dak li kitibha, u ghal dawk it-
tfal li jagraw il-ktieb li jirakkonta l-istorja taghha...
il-kfieb tieghi jezisti u kien hu li gabkom hawn.”

It-tfal kienu bdew jikkalmaw xi ftit, ghalkemm
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xorta kienu ghadhom mahsuda... u xorta ma
setghux jemmnu lil ghajnejhom u lil widnejhom.

Astorett kompla jitkellem.

“Inftom geghdin fid-dinja tieghi kif inhi llum.
Il-bnedmin, I-annimali, anke |-pjanti li darba kien
hawn, mietu kollha. Mehti kienet dinja mill-isbah,
bil-fjuri s-sena kollha u nies ta’ kull tip u ghamla,
kollha jghixu hienja flimkien. L-annimali kienu
hbieb taghna u jghinuna f'kollox. Ghal eluf ta’
snin din kienet is-sistema u kienet wahda tajba.”

Wagaf ghal mument, gisu mahfun minn
emozzjoni gawwija.

“Imbaghad |-affarijiet inbidlu. Zviluppat ir-
reghba u whud min-nies |-aktar influwenti ta’
Mehti riedu jzidu ma’ li diga kellhom. Qabbdu
inginiera jibnu magni kbarli kienu j[dahhnu hafna,
imma li permezz taghhom l-industrija mxiet hafna
'quddiem. Meta bdewimutu s-sigar, hadd ma ta
kas, ghax l-agwa I-magni, dejjem akbar, dejjem
aktar b’sahhithom, biex kollox jimxi 'l quddiem.”

Rega' waqgaf, u t-tfal halfu i raw demgha
tleqq taht l-abjad ta’ ghajnejh.
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“Minghaijr sigar, |-arja saret kattiva maghna.
Hafha mardu. Imma I-magni saru dejjem akbar,
jipproducu aktar, imma jdahhnu aktar ukoll.”

“Jekk trid tiegaf tghidilna din l-istorja ma jkun
gara xejn,” qatghetlu kliemu Melanie. Lehinha
kienmahnug, imma galbha kienet ged tinghafas
tarah dagshekk emozzjonali.

Astoretft xengel rasu. “Le... importanti hafna
i infom, il-maghzulin, tkunu tafu l-istorja kollha,”
gal. U kompla.

“Meta bdew imutu n-nies u l-annimali, dawk
i kienu grib taghhom biss taw kas. L-ohrajn
komplew jibnu magni dejjem akbar, dejjem
iffen, dejjem aktar b’sahhithom. Sa ma I-magni
stess bdew jibnu I-magni. Il-bniedem ma bagax
involut aktar. I-magni hadu f'idejhom it-tmexxija
ta’ Menhta.”

U issa tassew kien ged jibki.

“U meta miet |-ahhar bniedem, hadd ma
kien hemm biex jinduna.”
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9.
Dinja go dinja

“Jigifierima baga’ hadd fug dinid-dinja2” stagsa
Karl imbellah.

“Hadd u xejn,” qal Astorett, “hlief din il-
magna... l-ahhar wahda mill-magni |-kbar i
gerdu lil Menti. Hi titma’ lilha nnifisha, li jfisser [i mhi
se tieqaf qatt il-girda kontinwa taghha. Jekk...”
waqgaf ghal sekonda, “Jekk ma twaqggfuhiex
intom.”

“Ahna?¢” werzqu t-tfal flimkien.

“Ahna x'nistghu naghmlue” stagsietu
Melanie.

“L-ewwel irrid nispjegalkom ghaliex intom
geghdin hawn,” gal Astorett. “Intom parti minn
pjan li hlogt jien hafna hafna snin ilu... gabel
mewti U I-mewt tad-dinja tieghi.”

“Jigifieri inti mejjete” ghajnejn Karl kienu kbar
dags plattini.

“Fiz-zmien li geghdin tghixu fih intom, iva. Jien

LR
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ili i hallejt din id-dinja hafna snin. Imma |-jien li
ged ikellimkom huwa ragel imsahhar li jaf x’gara
fi zmien li jien bhala bniedem kont nghix, u anke
x'gara wara li -ahhar bniedem miet f'Mehti.”

“F'Mehti jiena kont is-Sahhar tas-Shahar.
Dan kien titlu li jinghata darba biss f'generazzjoni
shiha. U jinghata lill-aktar sahhar b'sahhtu tad-
dinja. Dak kont jien.” Ma kellux harsa fug wiccu
ta’ bniedem |i ged jiftahar. ll-harsa kienet ta’
bniedem |i ged jghid fatt... li ged jirrakkonta
l-verita.

“Kont jien li ntbaht x’kien ged jigriiha d-dinja
tieghi, u permezz ta’ sharijiet li ftit kienu jafu li
jezistu, stajt nara wkoll x’kien se jigri. U ghalhekk
fassalt il-pjan Il gabkom hawn illum.”

“Jezistu hafna dinjiet fl-Univers, u mhux kollha
huma pjanetilijduru ma’ sistema solari. Nahseb |i
l-mod kif inhu mfassal I-Univers ghamiltuh I-iskola,
mhux hekke”

Kemm Melanie kif ukoll Karl cagilqu rashom.

lva. ll-miss kienet ghamlet lezzjoni shiha fug hekk.
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“Imma li ma tafux, u li ma jafux ix-xjenzati
tad-dinja taghkom, hu lihemm dinjiet li jokkupaw
l-istess spazju ta’ dinjiet ohra. ll-kittieba tal-
fantaxjenza taghkom isejhulhom dimensjonijiet.
Jigifieri d-dinjiet huma bhal holog go katina...
differentihafna minn xulxin, imma parti minnhom
tokkupa l-istess spazju. Difficli hafha nispjegaha
din. Imma ftridu fithmu li minhabba f'hekk, ma
tistax tibni rokit biex tmur f'dinja ohra, trid bilfors
tuza xjenza partikolari, inkella sharijiet biex tkun
tista’ tfagsam minn dinja ghall-ohra i jezistu fl-
istess dimensjoni.”

Karl deher dubjuz, imma Melanie wrietu i
ged tithem x’kien ged jghid.

“Jigifieri d-dinja taghna u Mehti jagsmu
l-istess spazjue’” stagsiet.

“Iva. Fhimtni. Hekk hu. Ahna s-shahar ta’
Menhti konna ilna generazzjonijiet shah nafu i
kienu jezistu dawn id-dimensjonijiet u s-Sahhar
Asarti kien sab mod kif jittawwal minn speci ta’
togba fl-ispazju magsum biex ikun jista’ jara
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x'ged jigri fug id-dinjiet I-ohra i gasmu maghna
d-dimensjoni. Imma hadd ma kien irnexxielu
jagsam minn wahda ghall-ohra.”

“Imma inti rnexxielek, hux hekke” stagsietu
Melanie.

Caqglaqg rasu. “Ilva, ghax kelli pjan u l-uniku
mod kif seta’ jirnexxi kien billi nkun nista’ nagsam
minn dinja wahda intfradimensjonali ghall-ohra.”

|d-dwejjaq dellulu 'l ghajnejh. “Sadanittant
kont naf li ma kienx hemm tama ghad-dinja
tieghi. Kont naf li kollox kien se jmut, u li d-dinja
nnifisha gatt ma kienet se firxoxta ghax il-magni
kienu se jibgghu jahdmu ghal dejjem. U dak
kien li xtagt inwagqgaf. Ma kienx hemm mod kif
inzomm I-ahhar annimal milli jmut... milli nzomm
l-ahhar bniedem milli jmut... imma kien hemm
mod kif nirxoxta d-dinja tieghi wara dan kollu.”

Wagaf. Donnu kien ged jahseb kif se jpoggi
I-kliem i jmiss.

“Dak li intom taraw bhala ktieb, huwa fil-fatt
il-bieb li jagsam bejn dinja u ohra fl-istess spazju.
Htiegli nipprepara dak kollu li kien hemm bzonn
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biex meta jkun il-waqt, jintuza. Il-profezija tal-
oraklu bil-ingwa taghkom fil-ktieb, nghidu ahna.
lI-kolonna msahhra bl-istatwa tal-huta fugha i
kellha titfacca jekk ikun hemm sinjalta’ emozzjoni
marbut mal-girda tal-ambijent. Iva, Melanie, id-
demgha tieghek haddmet dak is-seher.”

“Hekk hsibt jien ukoll meta fhimt x'kont
ged tghidilna,” qgaltlu t-tifla, wiccha ruxxan bl-
ecitament. Ghax f'dagga wahda kienet ged
thossha importanti. Hi v huha. Huma kienu
I-“maghzula”. Hekk kien iddeskriviehom Astorett.
Imma xorta ma kinitx taf il-“*maghzula” x'kellhom
jaghmlu. Ittamat li Astorett kien se jghidilhom.

U fil-fatt kien ged ikompli jitkellem.

“Ic-curkett |i tatkom il-huta vjola huwa
c-Cavetta li permezz taghha din il-projezzjoni
tieghi setghet tagsam iz-zmien v l-ispazju,” qal.
“Bilfors ridt nispjegalkom kollox jien. L-ebda kitba
jew mod iehor ta’ komunikazzjoni ma kien se
jimexxilu fehemkom ezattament x'gara, u dak |i
jrid jigri.”

66



“Baga’ biss |-ahhar pjan  tal-oraklu
x'jitwettaq,” qal. “Li tfejgu x-xmara biex id-dinja
tghix.”

Melanie xenglet rasha. “Ma nafx kif ghazilt
liina,” galtlu, “imma nahseb li ghamilt zball. Ahna
ma ghandna l-ebda poter biex inkunu nistghu
nfejqu x-xmara, u zgur ma nafux kif nistghu
nghinu biex id-dinja tieghek tghix mill-gdid.”

“Intghaziltu minn miljuni ta’ tfal mMmid-dinja
kollha,” qalilha. *Malta taghkom, gzira ckejkna
i jmissha hi genna tal-art, ghaddejja minn zmien
ikrah minhabba fil-girda tal-ambjent. U I-marda
kiefra i ged tkiddkom bhalissa ged tohrog
x'ghandhom ikunu [-prijoritajiet taghkom. |l
Maltin, imsakkrin go djarhom, ged jimmissjaw il-
hdura tal-kampanjaq, is-sbuhija tas-sigar, is-sema
blu mhux mghotti minn bini gholi. ll-problema hi i
anke meta jasal il-wagt li johorgu minn djarhom,
dawk mhux se jsibuhom.”

“Jigifieri intom geghdin fl-istadju fejn ged
tirrealizzaw ezattament xi tliftu. Minhabba f'hekk,
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it-tfal Maltin setghu jwettqu I-pjan fieghi. Mhux
huma biss... imma huma kienu I-ideali.”

“Apparti mill-fatt i ghadna ma nafux x'inhu
l-pjan tieghek,” qalet Melanie, li kienet bla
pacenzja biexissir tafu, “ma nistax nifthem ghaliex
mit-tfal kollha ta’ Malta ghazilt liina.”

Astoreftt tbissem.

“Ghax flkom hemm is-sharijiet... ghax, bla
ma tafu, intftom id-dixxendenti tal-gassisin il-kbar

tas-shahar taz-zminijiet imbieghda ta’ artkom.”
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10.
Sharijiet midfunao

It-tfal bagghu ¢cassati lejh. Kienu semghuh sew,
imma xorta ma ridux jemmnu lil widnejhom.

“Trid ticcajta, huxe” kien Karl i tkellem
l-ewwel. “Din minn fejn glajtha?g”

“Innobbuha  hafna  I-familja  taghna,”
kompliet mieghu Melanie, “imma ma nahsibx i
ahna aktar specjali minn haddiehor. Ma nistax
nimmagina li missier missirijietna kienu dawk i
ged tghid int.”

Astorett tbissem u baqga’ sieket ghal ftit
sekondi.

Imbaghad, “Infom ma fistghux tkunu tafu,”
galilhom, “imma jien traccajt in-nisel tar-razez
kollha tal-familji fil-gzira taghkom. Maghkom
biss hemm linja diretta ghall-qassisin il-kbar ta’
eta tant il boghod li issa mistura mic-cpar taz-
zmien. Kienu gassisin li pprattikaw is-seher, ghax
kellhom il-poteri jikbru naturali go fihom. U hekk
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ukoll id-dixxendenti taghhom. Kienu mfittxija mir-
rahhala biex ifejlguhom mill-mard, biex iz-zargha
tikber fi snin ta’ nuggas ta’ xita, biex [-annimali
ma jmutulhomx. Kienu megjuma bhala |-aktar
membri importanti tas-socjetd, sa ma tfaccaw
religjonijietfil-gziralimakinuxjaccettawis-sharijiet,

U missirijiet missirijietkom wagfu jipprattikaw, ghax
bezghu li jitilfu hajjithom.”

“U mas-snin, is-sengha tas-seher intesiet, u
l-ulied ta’ dawk I-ahhar shahar, u wlied uliedhom,
sal-lum, ma uzawhomx il-poteri li hemm mohbija
go fihom.”

“Ahna m'ahniex shahar!” ghajtet Melanie.
“Langas biss tghaddili minn mohhi haga bhal
din.”

Astorett rega’ thissem.

“Melanie, qatt f'hajtek xtagt xi haga i
hassejt li kienet impossibbli li jkollok, u ftit wara
ngatghetlek xewqteke”

Melanie hasbet ftit. Ftakret fic-Curkett tal-
glub li kien jiswa hafna flus u li xtaget fil-galb ta’
galbha li jkollha ftit snin ilu. U ma galet lil hadd...
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imma fil-birthday li kien imiss dak kien ir-rigal tal-
mama u |-papad. Ftakret fil-kollezzjoni ta’ kotba
ta’ awtur favorit, imma li kienu ghalkollox out of
print... imma xorta xtrathomlha z-zija Mary.

Cagqilget rasha. “Iva... imma... ma tridx tghid
li jien kont ged nuza xi seher li langas biss kont naf
i ghandi biex niehu dak li xtagt, huxe” Bezghet
mit-twegiba tieghu.

“Iva,” qalilha, “u le. ll-poteri midfunin fik u
f"huk. Imma hemm geghdin. U meta x-xewqa
ghal xi haga tkun kbira bizzejjed, farka minnhom
tahdem wehidha u x-xewqga titwettaq. Ma kontx
taf x'kont ged taghmel, jigifieri ma kont ged
taghmel xejn hazin.”

Imma xorta qgabduha d-dwejjaqg. Kienet
gieghlet lill-genituri u liz-zija jaghmlu xi haga
kontra x-xewqa taghhom?

Biss, ma’ dawn id-dwejjag kien hemm ukoll
element ta’ ecitament. Harset lejn Karl u Mma
kienx hemm dubju li hu wkoll kien ged jiftakar
f'mumenti mhux spjegabbli... ta’' xewqat
imwettga minghaijr spjegazzjoni.
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“Xorta wahda ma nafx kif nistghu nghinuk,”
galet Melanie lil Astorett.

“Imma jien naf,” qalilha. “ll-pjan ilu miktub.
Jonqgos biss li jitwettaq.”

Ghamel sinjal b’'idu x-xellugija u f'dagqa
wahda I-kamra mudlama mtliet b’dawl gawwi.
Tant kien jghammex li t-tfal kellhom jghattu
ghajnejhom. Meta kixfuhom il-kamra xorta
kienet ghadha mixghula, imma d-dawl ma kienx
dagshekk gawwi li weggaghhom.

U sadanittant i-magna bagghet sejra, ir-
rofi jduru gor-roti, in-nirien u I-gamar jagbzu u
jtiru U d-duhhan jippompja Mminn goc-cumnija.
II-fatt |i setghu jarawha ahjar i-magna ziedet
l-orrur taghhom ghal dan il-mostru mahlug mill-
bniedem, u li kien gered lil sidu u d-dinja tieghu.

Kien dak il-hin li ntebhu li kien hemm Katie
warajhom. U maghha kellha |-kfieb.

“This is for you,” qaltiihom, u poggiet il-ktieb
fl-art hdejn riglejhom.

“Tfal,” gal Astorett, u t-tbissima ma kinitx
ghadha hemm, “wasal iz-zmien li ngajmu fikom
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dak liilu rieged minn twelidkom. Lestilitaccettaw
dan biex tkunu tistghu ssalvaw din id-dinja?”

Karl hares imbezza’ lejn Melanie. Xengel ffit
rasu. Ma kienx jaf x’ghandu jahseb. Ma kienx jaf
x'ghandu jaghmel. B'ghajnejh kien ged jitlob il
ohtu biex fiddeciedi ghat-tnejn li kienu. Imma
Melanie wkoll kienet mifxula hafna. X'kien se
jfisser ghalihom i jkunu shahar¢ Hi m'ghogbitha
xejn l-idea. Riedet tibga’ normali. Bhall-ohrajn.
Mhux bizzejjed lihajjithom tas-soltu kienet imkissra
bhalissa? L-iskola maghluga. Dejjem id-dar. Ma
jistghux jilaghbu ma’ shabhom... Dan kien jonqos.

Imma I-harsa fug wicc Astorett kienet wahda
litgangalhniena. Hawn kien bniedem limhux talli
hajtu nbidlet, talli l-istess dinja fieghu ntemmet.
lva... tassew li l-ambjent tal-paijjiz taghha stess
kien ghadde] minn bidla tal-biza’... imma mhux
fl-estremita ta’ qgirda totalil Min jaf minn xiex
ghadda meta sar jaf x'kien se jigri min-nies kollha
ta’ dinjietu... mid-dinja nnifisha li tant kien ihobb
ghax kienet daru.

“Nahseb i jkollna nghidu iva, Karl,” qgaltlu
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minn taht l-ilsien. “Nistghu nghinu nsalvaw lil din
id-dinja... ma nahsibx li ghandna nghidu le.”

Karl ¢aglag rasu bil-mod il-mod. L-idea
ma kienet ged toghgbu xejn. Ghalkemm kien
imgareb, Karl mhux li tghid kien tifel avventuruz,
u din kienet avventura minn dawk il-kbar. Imma
fehem lil ohtu u kien lest li jaccetta d-decizjoni
taghha.

Melanie daret fug Astorett. “Naccettaw,”
galet f'lehen kwiet.

Astorett inkina 'l quddiem. “F'isem dinjieti,”
qgal, “grazzi mill-galb.” Iddritta, caglag idu, U
l-ktieb infetah quddiemhom. Mhux fil-pagni ta’
gabel. Lanqas fil-pagni tal-hofra s-sewda. Dawn
kienu pagni vojta ghajr ghall-istampi tal-gighan
ta’ zewg parijdejn. Kien hemm par fug pagna, u
par kemmkemm izghar fuqg il-pagna I-ohra.

“Inzlu gharkupptejkom, u poggu I-pali ta’
jdejkom fug dawk i hemm stampati fil-ktieb,”
gal Astorett b’lehen liissa kien jinstema’ solenni...
pbhal tal-gassis wagt il-quddiesa tal-festa, meta
jkun ged jaghti I-barka.
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Ghamlu kif galilhom.

Bhac-curkett, l-istampi tal-pali tal-id kienu
ged jivvibraw hafif u shana fietla ghaddiet
minn go fihom ghal go jdejn it-tfal. Damu hekk
ghal ftit sekondi. Astorett kien beda jinfona xi
haga f'lingwa li ma fehmuhiex. Melanie gholliet
wiccha u nhasdet. Is-sahhar kien imdawwar bi
sriep tan-nar u vlegeg ta’ dawl ikkulurit. Dirghajh
kienu mmattra quddiemu, b’subghajh ippuntati
lejhom.

U f'"dagga wahda, minn dawk is-swaba’
gabez ragg ta’' dawl gawwi li lagat il-ktieb i
fugqu kienu geghdin jistriehu, u I-kfieb bhal iltewa
madwar dirghajhom, u mbaghad ghattiehom
bhal kutra kbira, u hassew bhal tagliba kbira
f'gisimhom kollu.

Melanie ntebhet li kienet ged twerzaq, u 'l
fug mit-twerziga taghha stess, semghet dik ta’
huha. Ghal mument hasbet |i |-ktieb kien se
jifgahom, ghax ghatftiehom kompletament u
kienu fidlam cappa...imma mbaghad... f'hakka
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t'ghajn, inhall minn maghhom u mill-gdid ifforma
lilu Nnifsu fix-xehta ta’ ktieb.

U t-tfal hassew sturdament kbir, id-dalma
nizlet fughom bis-sabta ta’ blata kbira, u wagghu
fl-art mitlufin minn sensihom.
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11.
Fejjaq ix-xmara

Ma setghux ikunu jafu kemm damu mitlufin.
Setghu kienu minuti, jew setghu kienu sighat. II-
hin ma kien ifisser xejn ghalihom f'"dagga wahda.
Donnu... xejn ma kien ifisser xejn. Id-dalma |i
waqgghu fiha kienet totali u xejn ma kissirha.
Kienet solida dags metall mastizz. Kienet dalma
siekta ghall-ahhar. Kienet dalma li ddeffset f'kull
rokna ta’ mohhhom u galbhom. Kienet id-dalma
i ma taghrafx li jezisti d-dawl.

Gew f'taghhom flimkien. U f'dagga. Ma
kienx hemm dawk il-mumenti ta’ hedla i jigu
wara ragda twila. Qamu bilgieghda flimkien u
s-sensi kienu kollha hajjin.

Aktar minn haqjjin, fil-faft. Hassew il-bidla
kbira go fihom. FRassew kull fil u barxa fl-art ta’
tahthom; tieghmu kull farka tal-arja li minnha

kienu ged jiehdu n-nifs; analizzaw il-forma i kien
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ged jiehu d-dawl li kien ghad hemm, imgangal
minn Astorett.

Qamu bilwiegfa, mill-gdid, fimkien. Qishom
kienu bniedem wiehed.

Astorett kien ghadu wieqaf quddiemhom,
ghajnejh jibbru, jifluhom.

“Kif thossukome” stagsa fl-ahhar.

Mistogsija semplici. Imma f-twegiba ma
kinitx. Ma kinux jafu kif kienu ged ihossuhom. Is-
sensi taghhom kienu splodew. Kienu ged ihossu
kollox... mhux biss jaraw u jisimghu u jxommu,
imma jhossu, bhallikiecku kulma kien hemm
madwarhom kien partiminnhom. Astorett donnu
kien jafha t-twegiba hekk kif kompla jifihom, u
ma stenniex ir-risposta tfaghhom.

“Ix-xmara,” gal, “hierga minn ghajn f'giegh
l-art hawn taht. Il-magni i bnew dil-magna
ghaddew [l-iimijiet minn  mal-magna biex
tberridha. Ma kienx jimpurtahom [i kienu wkoll
gedimarrdu x-xmara, bil-hxejjex fil-giegh... l-unika

haga hajja li baga’ f'did-dinja, isiru radjuattivi u
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jivvalenaw l-iimijiet, jogtlu kull hlejga hajja ohra
go fihom.”

“Jekk inwaqgqgfu x-xmara milli tghaddi minn
gol-magna, ix-xmara tissaffa u maz-zmien tfig.”

“U I-magna?¢” stagsiet Melanie... u nhasdet,
ghax dak ma kienx lehinha. Kien aktar sod minn
taghha. Aktar cert f'li ged jghid.

“Jekk ma jkun hemm xejn xi jberred il-
magna,” gal Astorett, “tant tishon li, jew tieqaf
tahdem, inkella tisplodi. Wahda minnhom. Din
l-ahhar mill-magni li gerdu d-dinja. Jekk tingered
hi, id-dinja tieghi tkun tista’ tistrieh.” U ghajnejh
regghu daru bid-dmugh, u Melanie hasset id-
dwejjaqg tieghu dagslikieku kienu taghha stess.

“U kif se naghmlu dan?¢” Anke Karl instema’
aktar cert fil-mistogsija tieghu.

“Irridu nuzaw is-seher i ghandna fina t-flieta
i ahna,” qgal Astorett. “Billi jien mhux tassew
gieghed hawn, nista’ biss niggwidakom pass
pass. Intom tridu taghmlu x-xoghol.”

“Meta ftrid,” qgalet Melanie, u qgatt ma
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hassitha dagshekk certa minnha nnifisha tul
hajjitha kollha.

Astorett Caglag rasu. “Tajjeb wisq,” qal.
“Imxu mieghi.” U beda miexi lejn it-tarag bit-tfal
warajh.

Nizlu u sabu rwiehhom fil-kkamra ta’ isfel, fejn
kienu dahlu f'dak il-bini kbir. Imma Astorett ma
wagafx. Mexa lejn rokna tal-kamra u sabbat tliet
darbiet mal-art bil-hatar tieghu.

U bokkaport mohbi nfetah bil-mod i-mod
u b'zagziga. Ghamel sinjal lit-tfal biex imorru
warajh, u nizel it-tarag li nkixef meta nfetah il-
bokkaport.

Sabu rwiehhom issa go kamra ohra, kbira
dags it-tnejn li kien hemm fugha. Imma din ma
kinitx vojta. Kien hemm bhal sienja kbira, b'rota
dags dinja ddur u tfigbor -ima gieri nadif minn
radda fl-art, imbaghad fitma’ l-Hilma lil katusa
kbira i ghebet gos-sagaf. Imma pass 'il boghod,
katusa ohra akbar minnha niezla minn gos-saqgaf
kienet ged tigbed l-ilma lura. Biss issa I-lma kien
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imdardar u ahmar, avvelenat mil-magna mostru
tat-fielet sular.

Astorett ipponta lejn is-sienja. “Irridu neqirdu
dik,” gal.

Melanie harset lejh hosbiena.

“Imma, nghid jien, jekk I-ghan taghna hu i
neqgirdu I-magna, mhux ahjar neqirdu lilha mill-
ewwelg”

Astorett xengel rasu.

“ll-poteri  tas-sharijiet taghkom... is-seher
i hemm go fikom... ghadu fil-bidu fieghu.
M’'ghandkomx is-sahha i hemm bzonn biex
inkissru dak il-mostru,” gal, u kellu d-diga f'lehnu.
“Imma din izghar. Maghmula minn azzar
ittemprat li zviluppaw ix-xjenzati ta’ Mehti. Jigifieri
l-ebda bniedem ma jirnexxilu jkissirha din is-sienja.
Ghalhekk I-uniku mod hu permezz tas-sharijiet i,
f'Certi affarijiet, jisbqu lix-xjenza.”

“Lesti,” gal Karl. “X'irridu naghmlu@e”

“Zommu id xulxin,” gal Astorett. “Ghalgu
ghajnejkom u kkoncentraw fuq il-girda tas-
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sienja. Tahsbu fuq xejn aktar hlief fug hekk. Thallu
l-ebda hsieb iehor jiddevjakom. Fug hekk biss.”

It-tfal caqilgu rashom fi gbil u wagfu dritti
quddiem is-sienja. Karl hataf id ohtu u ghafasha.
Ghalgu ghajnejhom u hasbu fuq il-girda tas-
sienja. U xtagquha b'qalbhom kollha... ghax
f'mohhhom ma kienx hemm biss id-dinja ta’
Astorett, li l-ambjent taghha kien ingered minn
dawk l-istess bnedmin |li ma setghux jghixu
minghajru, imma wkollid-dinjataghhom, lidehret
i kienet ghaddejja mill-istess process. Hsiebhom
kien sod, u wiehed.

ld-dawl abjad madwar il-projezzjoni ta’
Astorett beda jiddi aktar bil-gawwi issa, hekk
kif kien ged jintona seher fil-lingwa tieghu. Ghal
widnejn it-tfal, donnu kien ged ikanta... ghanja
melankonika, ta' dwejjaqg, tielgha u niezla
gisha trid tohrog mid-dwejjag imma mill-ewwel
tingibed lura 'l isfel.

U bil-mod i-mod bdew ihossuha. ll-gawwa
kbira li bdiet tielgha bil-mod il-mod f'gisimhom,
isserrep mill-idejn i kienu ged izommu 'l xulxin,
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tidhol u fohrog minn wiehed ghall-ohra. Dik ukoll
kienet ghanja, imma mhux wahda ta’ dwejjaq.
Kienet sinfonija firoombja, bl-istrumenti kollha
tal-orkestra fl-akbar armonija. Kienet spluzjoni ta’
sahha kbira i gatt ma kienu jafu li kellhom.

U nirien gawwija, imma li ma kinux jaharqu,
hargu minn go fihom u Zifnu madwarhom, u
semghu, ghall-ewwel bil-mod, imma b'hoss
dejjem jizdied, it-tizrit ta’ metall; tisbit u tkissir, sa
ma hoss idamdam mela |-kamra, li kien bhal
martell enormi fug inkwina gganteska.

Imbaghad kien hemm is-skiet. U hassew in-
nirien ibattu minn madwarhom. U bil-mod i-mod
fethu ghajnejhom biex jaraw x’kien ghamel dan
l-ewwel att ta’ seher taghhom.
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12.
Biex id-dinja tghix

Is-sienja ma kinitx ghadha tezisti. Kienet issa
blokka bla forma ta’ metall mghaffegd. Is-seher
taghhom u ta’ Astorett kien tahanhal

U l-ilmijiet tax-xmara ma kinux aktar ged
imorru fil-katusa li kienet taghti ghas-sagaf, u
t-fieni katusa kienet nixfet, bi gtar biss ta’ ilma
jcarcar hafif minnha.

L-ilmijiet gierja, nodfa, kienu ghaddejjin minn
gandoftt kbir fl-art li ftit gabel kien niexef ghax
l-ilmijiet li suppost kellhom jghaddu minnu kienu
ddevjati ghal gol-katusa. Melanie halfet li [-hoss
tal-ilma ghaddej b'girja lejn it-togba li minnha
mbaghad kien se jtir ghal gox-xmara kien ged
ikanta kanzunetta ferrieha.

“Issa importanti hafna li tohorgu minn hawn
malajr kemm jista’ jkun, tfal,” qal Astoreftt, li kien
digd beda tiela’ t-tarag ghal gol-bokkaport.

It-tfal fehmu l-urgenza u grew ghal waragjh.
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Telghu fil-pjan ta’ fug u marru dritt ghall-bieb i
wassal ghal barra. Imma hekk kif kienu se johorgu,
Astorett waggafhom.

“Jiensenhallikomhawn,” galilhom."Ic-Curkett
tal-huta I|-vjola kien maghmul biex jipprogetta
biss fl-ambjent ta’ dak il-bini mahmug.”

“Kif se mmorru lura d-dare” stagsa Karl, [i
kienimbezza’ li gatt ma kien se jirnexxilhom jitilqu
minn Mehti.

Astorett tbissem. “Tinkwetawx fug hekk,”
galilhom. “Se nitlag minn hawn, imma b’xi mod
jew iehor, dejjem se nkun maghkom... aktar
u aktar fikwagt li s-sharijiet taghkom se jikbru.
Meta jkollkom bzonni se ssibuni. Mhux aktar f'din
iI-forma, imma f'hafna forom ohra. Issa jkolli
nsellmilkom. Grazzi. Grazzita' dak kollu lighamiltu
ghal dinjieti. Jalla intom v t-tfal I-ohra kollha ta’
paijjizkom jirnexxilkkom ukoll issewwu dak li nkiser...
ghax minghajru ma tghixux ferhanin.”

Xejrilhom b'idu x-xellugija, beda jiddahhan,
sar ¢par, u zvinta fix-xejn.

“Issa nfittxu nohorgu, u mmorru '| boghod
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kemm nistghu minn hawn,” galet Melanie meta
kien gheb ghalkollox.

U hekk ghamlu. Grew kemm felhu, u wara
ftit, il-bini iswed ggantesk kien biss tebbgha fic-
cpar li donnu kien hemm il-hin kollu f'dik il-parti
ta’ dik id-dinja.

U dak il-hin, hoss gawwi damdam kullimkien,
tant li hassewhom jagghu fl-art bla ma riedu.
Immaginaw il-hoss ta’ sajjetta li tffagga’ ezatt
fugkom... immultiplikawha b’'mija. Dak kien il-
hoss.

Meta felhu jghollu rashom, raw nar kbir
heggeg fejn gabel kien hemm il-bini l-iswed. Nar
feroci li tajjar ilsna enormi lejn is-smewwiet grizi.

It-tfal poggew bilgieghda fejn kienu u rawh
jagbad. Tant kien gawwi, li ma damx jagbad
hafna, u ntefa gisu mhux hu, ihalli loku dahna
hafifa, u bahh fejn gabel kien hemm il-bini tal-
mMagna mostru.

Il-kurzitd ghelbithom u mxew bil-mod il-mod
lejn xatt ix-xmara. Meta waslu ttawlu lejha... u,
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ghageb tal-ghegubijiet, il-hmura kienet digad
dabet, u li raw kienu hxejjex hodor u ilma nadif.

Harsu lejn xulxin mibluha.

“Kif jista’ jkun dagshekk malajre” stagsa Karl.

Melanie xenglet rasha. Ma kellhiex twegiba
ghal huha. Minflok harset madwarha. Twerziqa
rgiga ta’ sorpriza harbitiha gabel ma setghet
trazzanha.

“Hares, Karl,” qalet, ftipponta f'Cirku
madwarha.

Karl hares u nhasad.

Madwarhom, |-art donnha dezert kienet
bdiet tinkesa b'haxix ahdar, donnu roll ta’ tapit
ged jinhall, irumblat minn id invizibbli. U hemm
ukoll, mill-art, kienu ged jispuntaw bhal xfieli |i
malajr malajr inbidlu fi zkuk ta’ sigar.

“Donnhom dawk il-vidjos i naraw fug
YouTube,” galtlu Melanie. “Meta jghaggluhom.
X'jghidulhome”

“Time lapse,” kien pront qalilha Karl, li kien
ihobb jarahom hafna.

“Iva, imma din ta’ veru. Ma hemm |-ebda
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kamera jew software li ged jghaggel li ged
naraw. Dan tassew ged jigri b'heffa impossibbli.”

Kienu issa go bosk hafif, imdawrin b’sigar
ghadhom zghazagh.

“Mela dan kien il-pjan ta’ Astorett,” galet it-
tifla.

“Imma mhuxse jikbru I-bonedmin u l-annimali,”
gal Karl imdejjaqg.

“Le... imma ma tistax tghid kif thebbet hajja
gdida la d-dinja issa m'ghadhiex dezert.”

“It's fime to go home,” qal lehen minn
warajhom. Daru u raw lil Katie, titbissem, thaddan
maghha |-ktieb kbir taghha.

“You did a really good job,” galtihom. “But
your work here is done. You need to go back to
your own world for the job there to begin.”

Thbissmulha u hi poggiet il-ktieb fl-art u fethitu
fejn kien hemm iz-zewg pagni suwed. “This is
goodbye,” qaltihom. “I might not really exist
except for people who like to read, but it has
been a pleasure to meet you.” U t-tbissima
taghha ccarrtet aktar. It-tfal ghannquha, daru
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U gorbu lejn il-ktieb. U dak l-istess rin ta’ qabel
hatafhom u gibidhom ghal go fih.

Regghu ghagdu u zZifnu mal-gawsalli u
C-Crieki ohra ta’ lwien iberrqu, u f’kemm ili nghid
sabu rwiehhom fuq is-sodda ta’ Melanie, fis-skiet
ta’ kamritha.

“Kif se nispjegaw dan kollu lill-mamada u
l-papdae” qgal Karl, imhasseb. “Minn jaf kemm
inkwetaw fugna. lina li tlagna minn hawn. Biss
biss ara kemm domna nimxu.”

Imma Melanie xenglet rasha. “Hares lejn
l-arlogg,” qaltlu. “Tiftakar li tlagna minn hawn xi
l-erbgha u kwart ta’ billejl... niftakarni niccekkja
I-hin kif giet Katie fil-kkamra, u kienu l-erbgha.
Hares x'hin hu issa.”

Karl hares. “Kif jista’ kune” stagsa mibluh. “Kif
jista’ jkun lighadhom il-hamsa u kwart ta’ billejlg”
U waqgt i ccekkja I-mobile li Melanie kellha fuq il-
komodina, kompla, “lva, ghadu l-istess lejl li fih
tlagna minn hawn.”

“Bilfors li I-hin t’"hemm u t'hawn jinghadd
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f'mod differenti. Dak i ha ammont kbir ta’ hin
fug Mehti, ha biss siegha hawn.”

“Dan ffisser li lill-nama v l-papd nistghu ma
nghidulhom xejn fug dan kollu.”

“U inti tahseb illi kieku stajna nghidulhom
kienu se jemmnuna?¢” galet Melanie. Tbissmet.
“Imma ahjar immorru fil-kamra tal-banju u nahslu
sagajna, ghax bil-mixi saru zibel. Ftakar i mxejna
hafjin.”

Karl caglagrasu biex jurinalikien ged jagbel.
Imma kellu harsa ta’ diga fug wiccu.

“X'gara?” stagsietu ohtu.

“Ergajna magfulin gewwa... ma nistghux
niltagghu ma’ shabna. L-iskejjel maghluqin.
Nimmissjahom,” gal. “Kemm nixtieq jista’ jkollna
avventura ohra.”

“Jista' jkollok avventuri kemm trid kemm
indumu maghlugin hawn minhabba filF-marda i
ged tigri mad-dinja,” galtlu.

“Kife"” stagsieha huha.

“Permezz ta' dawn,” qaltlu. U gabdet ftit
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kotba minn fuqg l-ixkaffa u poggiethom hdejh.
“Ftakarlidin l-avventura kollha bdiet minn kfieb,”
galet b’'dahka.

“Veru, kos. Gisimna se jkun maghlug id-
dar, imma mohhna jista’ jmur fejn irid. Okej...
ikkonvincejtni. Ghada se nibda ndur il-kotba i
ghandi.” U tbissem, ghax f'dagga wahda l-idea
kienet ged toghgbu hafna.

“Hasra i ma nistghux nuzaw is-sharijiet
taghna hawn biex nirangaw |l-ambjent,” galilha
f'dagqa.

Xenglet rasha. “Le, ma nistghux,” qgaltlu.
“Imma ghaddieli hsieb. lI-Maltin - maqgfulin fi
djarhom biex jevitaw il-virus ma jsuqux karozzi.
Il-mama mhix se twassalna aktar I-iskola. Forsi
l-ambjent taghna se jirbah minhabba f'dan iz-
zmien ikrah ghalina. Fl-istess mod kif in-nies ta’
Mehti batew hafna biex id-dinja taghhom terga’
titwieled... forsi din it-tbatija ged tghin l-ambjent
ta’ pajjizna jerga’ jitwieled.”

Karl gholla spallejh. “Min jafe” qal. “Forsi iva,
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u forsi le. Issa ahjar naraw x'se naghmlu biex |a
jgumu I-mama u l-papa jsibuna regdin.”

U gabez minn fug is-sodda u mexa lejn il-
bieb. Dar, u hares lejn ohtu fejn kienet fuq is-
sodda. “Din ma hlomnihiex, huxe” gal.

Onhtu gholliet idha 'l fug, u bhal mewga ta’
dawl harget minnha. Karl gholla tieghu u laga’
l-mewg@a, u ghal mument iz-zew@t itfal bdew
jiddu b'dawl li hareg minn go fihom. Wara ftit
sekondi, id-dawl batta u mbaghad gheb.

“Le,” qaltlu Melanie. "*“Ma hlomnihiex.”
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L-Avventura Msahhra

ta’' Melanie u Karl™

e —

Barra li hu kittieb,
illustratur u kartunist, 3
il-Professur Gorg Mallia. %

L-iskejjel ta’ Malta u Ghawdex inghalqu kollha
minhabba l-imxija ta’ virus ikrah li ged jinfetta
I-pajjizi kollha tad-dinja. Melanie u/Karl ukoll
jispiccaw magfulin id-dar mal-genituri taghhom, huwa I-kap

| ma jafuxx’se jaghdu jaghmlu b’hinhom, tad-Dipartiment tal-Midja
"4 ghalkemm Melanie thobb hafna l-gari. u l-kommunikazzjoni,

‘ fil-Fakulta tal-Midja u
x-Xjenzi tal-Gharfien,
fl-Universita ta’ Malta.

-~
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// Tk

Tirrakkonta I-istorja li ged tagra lil huha... dwar
tifla jisimha Katie, li tixtri'ktieb antik i izda, ma
ghandu l-ebda kitba fih. Imma |-ktieb jghannilha

u jehodha post ‘I hemm mid-dinja taghna. . ll-kotba tieghu ghat-tfal
§ jinkludu s-sensiela ta’
Imbaghad, f'dagqa wahda, Katie u I-ktieb gadim Pullu (Klabb Kotba
taghha jzuru lil Melanie. U hemm tibda storja Maltin), /I-Professur
mimlija fantasija li fiha t-tfal inabbtu wicchom Ghasfur(Merlin), u Sigurd =
ma’ perikli u grajjiet fantastici. and the Tree of Life -
(Horizons). Ghadu kif
U jitghallmu xi'haga dwarhom infushom li zgur ippubblika gabra ta’
gatt ma kienu jafuha. poeziji (My love had eyes

= of blue and dreams) u
Ktieb miktub apposta mill-awtur u illustratur - f'Marzu 2020 kellu wirja

Gorg Mallia biex jinghata b'xejn f'forma —  ta’ pitturi digitali, li hu
elettronika bhala rigal lit-tfal Maltin u Ghawdxin ? sejjah poeziji vizwali
kollha li jinsabu d-dar minhabba fl-gheluq (Rhapsody-in-Pain) f*111

tal-iskejjel. ~ ArtGallery.
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http://www.gorgmallia.com/



